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«AddressBlock» 

This Means War 
 
The initial intent was to title this article, I See Monsters.  Over the years, and 
even recently, youth have expressed how they cannot sleep at night because 
they see monsters in their bedroom. Some have talked about the voices that 
they hear. Parents have been troubled and exhausted by the uncontrollable 
behavior of their children - behavior that remains unaffected despite years of 
therapy and numerous doses of medication. Although some of these experi-
ences can be contributed to serious illnesses, we cannot overlook the fact 
that much of it is caused by a serious spiritual warfare. 
 
Jesus had many encounters with those who were fighting a spiritual warfare. 
Reading the accounts of his ministry, we see in most instances when crowds 
gathered before him wanting to experience his miracles, he not only healed 
the sick and diseased but he also cast out devils. There were those who could 
not talk, but when the devils were cast out they could speak. There was the 
man who lived amongst the tombs for many years. He had no self-control. 
He was so wild that no one dared cross his path. No one could contain him. 
He cut himself with stones while roaming about unclothed. He was afflicted 
by many monsters. When Jesus commanded them to come out, the man was 
found sitting at the feet of Jesus, healed, clothed and in his right mind to the 
astonishment of many who knew him.  We recall the father that came to Je-
sus pleading with him to heal his son who was pathologically classified as 
being a lunatic, often throwing himself into fire and water. Jesus commanded 
the monster to come out of him. The devil departed and the child was imme-
diately cured. Today, children are fighting the same afflictions – different 
time, different scenery, but the same monsters.  
 
Sometimes there is the perception that children we minister to are raised in 
difficult and challenging environments which are conducive to the entrance 
of monsters. Many of them are, but this is not always the case. We must not 
be ignorant of the monsters (and there are many) in the lives of children that  
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come from a, “good home” by the world’s standards. They too must fight spiritual battles that are just as intense as those in homes and envi-
ronments with severe deficits. The spirit of feeling accomplished and successful through our own efforts, without Christ, is a strategic and 
dangerous device of the enemy. It is like ants eating sugar mixed with borax – an undetected but deadly concoction.  
 
This brings us to the encounter that Jesus had with the rich young ruler who came to him and asked what he must do to earn eternal life. He 
boasted that he was the perfect young man, and claimed that all of his life he never did anything wrong. He was probably waiting for Jesus to 
shower him with a myriad of commendations and to tell him “you’re in.” Instead, Jesus confronted him with the monsters, he could not see, 
that were warring against his soul - self-righteousness, and his riches/achievements. He walked away sad. This young ruler was fighting  
against vicious, spiritual enemies – rulers of the darkness of this world. Unfortunately, he lost the battle because he was unwilling to give up 
his pride, position and the temporal pleasures of life to follow Christ and gain eternal life.  What does one profit if they gain the whole world 
and lose their soul? What can one give in exchange for their soul? 
 
There are monsters whose sole purpose is to destroy our youth. These monsters need to be defeated and “this means war.” Ephesians 6 warns 
us how serious this situation is and what we must do to be victorious. This war is not against  flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Paul wrote this to the church that 
professed to know Jesus. Paul also told the servants of Christ to fight against the fleshly lust that war against their souls. If those that know 
Christ have to fight such a spiritual warfare imagine the fierce battle and the spiritual affliction of a child who does not know Jesus? They are 
losing the fight. There is no way they can win without Christ.  
 
Ministering at Jubilee Music Enrichment means being committed to the war and complying with the dress code - wearing the whole armor of 
God.  We must put on salvation and be clothed in righteousness.  We must protect ourselves with the truth. We must carry and know how to 
use the Word of God. We must always walk prepared to share the Gospel of Jesus that can deliver and give peace from the monsters. We 
cannot be distracted by being entangled in the affairs of this world - collaborating with agendas that are not Christ centered. We must fight 
for our children and we must do everything to stand and win.  
 
Jubilee Music Enrichment does not exist solely for the cause of getting kids off the streets and providing fun and enriching activities that will 
elevate them in this life. This alone will not make the monsters disappear. Yes, we seek to cultivate young leaders and see them succeed, 
however we realize that it is all in vain if Christ is not the center and the cause of their success.   
 
When children enter the doors of Jubilee Music Enrichment, it should be a place where the Spirit of the Lord is.  For, where the spirit of the 
Lord is there is freedom. We want children to be free from seeing monsters. We want them to see the glory of the Lord. So, “this means 
war.” Pray with all prayer and supplication for us as we fight the battle.   
 
At our  first choir rehearsal, each child was given an opportunity to sing their favorite song.  It came time for our most petite student to sing. 
She opened her mouth, put her head back, closed her eyes and out came this big voice expressively singing:    
 

I got Satan on my trail, But I'm singing all is well 
He's attacking every day, But I'm watching while I pray 

No matter the attack I won't turn back 
This means war. 

 

I  have been humming this tune ever since.  It is one thing to see monsters: however knowing how to defeat them is what really matters. This 
Means War!  
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